PROVISIONAL   ARAB   GOVERNMENT

Whereas by Notification, dated the 17th June, 1920, it was
announced that His Majesty's Government had authorised
the calling of a General Elective Assembly for the purpose of
preparing an organic law for 'Iraq;

And whereas it is considered expedient that, pending the
convocation of such General Assembly and the framing
thereby of an organic law, the Government of the country
should be conducted subject to my supervision and direction,
by a provisional National Government;

Now, therefore, I, Major-General Sir P. Z. Cox, G.C.I.E.,
K.C.S.I., K.G.M.G., by virtue of the authority vested in me as
High Commissioner for Mesopotamia, do hereby proclaim
as follows:

1.  There shall be constituted a Council of State consisting
of a President, Ministers for the following Departments:
Interior, Finance, Justice, Auqaf, Education and Health,
Defence, Public Works, Commerce, and such other members
without portfolios as may be nominated.

2.  Until the organic law is promulgated and brought into
effect, the Council of State and Ministers shall be responsible
for the conduct, subject to my supervision and control, of the
administration  of Government,  excluding foreign  affairs,
military operations and in general military affairs, jexcept
such military affairs as concerns solely the locally recruited
forces.

Made at Baghdad this nth day of November, 1920,

P. Z. COX3
High Commissioner for Mesopotamia.
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